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12th February 2020

Dear Parents and Carers, 


Re: Ashmole Primary School – Head Teacher Update 12.2.21


I just wanted to update you all just at the end of this half term. I would like to start off by saying how proud I am of all my staff for delivering an amazing online service for all our children this term. At the beginning of the very first lockdown, last year, we all took feedback from all stakeholders and ‘live’ interactive lessons was certainly one of the key ingredients that everybody craved for. The staff, children and pupils have all been amazing on Google Classroom and with all their live lessons on Google Class or Zoom. Having the live interaction has been the second best thing to being at school for real. I have also been so impressed with all the children saving their work onto Google Classroom and to all the teachers and staff for their dedication to set and mark/ give feedback for all the children’s work. As a school we invested in staff laptops and set up the Google classroom infrastructure which has been so rewarding. Thank you to everyone for grasping this new online format so quickly and effectively.

I would also like to thank all my staff and all the children (approximately 50 pupils a day) who have been attending our school site over the term. The support staff on site have been dedicated to helping the vulnerable pupils and the pupils of our critical key workers to make school a fun, educational and safe place for them all. Thank you to the Catering team that have provided free meals for all our pupils during this time. The children at school have all been doing the same learning as everyone online so we have had great consistency. I strongly believe that although online remote education has been very different for everyone, our children have really benefited from the wonderful teaching that our class teachers have delivered for all our children. We have tried to replicate the school day as much as possible with the live lessons in English, Maths, all foundation subjects and even PE on Zoom! Wellbeing for everyone is so important and I know that our staff have focussed on this heavily as well. Thank you to Mrs Pavlakos and all the teachers for following up on this theme regularly. 

I thank all the parents and carers for your patience and support over this term. Your kind emails have been so welcome on a daily basis and all the staff are so grateful for your positive comments during these tough times. I know it is not always easy to juggle work, home life and logging onto computers for the children’s learning.


School will be closed for half term and Monday 22nd February is an INSET day so no school for any children until Tuesday 23rd February, when school will be open again for the critical worker pupils and vulnerable pupils. On Monday 22nd February we believe the government will make 
an announcement on the news in regards to schools re opening, so as soon as we know more information, we will certainly email you nearer the time. The government has noted that schools will have at least two weeks to make the necessary adjustments needed and their initial plan is for schools to reopen on Monday 8th March but we will know more towards the end of February.

Our staff, since the end of January now have access to lateral flow tests twice a week which has also been an added mechanism to help keep us all safe. Staff on site wear face coverings at all times to help keep us all safe. When school does reopen again we will resend our risk assessment to all our parents, carers and governors and if anyone has any comments please let our school office or the Caretaker know as this is always a working document throughout the year.

When we return after half term, all our pupils will receive a mid year report based on their online learning from all the class teachers. These will be distributed via email in March. We are also in the process of organising a Book Week with Miss Stavri and a Science Week with Miss Cleary – all in March as well. As I have stated at the beginning of the letter we feel it is very important to organise as many events and have a structure similar to the real school day timetable as possible. When we do eventually reopen fully we will also notify you all of our plans for Breakfast and After School Club as this is something that we still want to offer once things settle down again.

Lastly, I would like to congratulate Miss Costas, who will be our new temporary Deputy Head  Teacher after the Easter holidays. Miss Costas will take on the role with Mrs Pavlakos going on maternity leave just before the Easter break. We wish Miss Costas every success in her new role. Y4 Apollo Class will be in the safe hands of Mrs Curtis, Mrs Huggins and Miss Alkiviadou. 

I wish everyone a great half term and I would like everyone – all the staff, children and parents to have a proper break from daily school work. Enjoy the break with your families and we will see you all online again on Tuesday 23rd February with the critical worker/ vulnerable pupils on site on that day too.
		



	


Thanks again for all your support. 
Kind regards.
Mr Tofallis
Head Teacher
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