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Ashmole Primary School

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) POLICY


Aims and Objectives

At Ashmole Primary, Religious Education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental questions asked by humans. Through following the Barnet Religious Education (RE) Agreed Syllabus we aim to provide a carefully designed sequential approach that enables pupils to enter into a rich discourse about the religious and non-religious traditions that shape Great Britain and the world. 
This Religious Education (RE) Agreed Syllabus is based on the six big questions (BQs) from the academic work of Ann Taves.
BQ1 – What is real? (Ontology)
BQ2 – Where do we come from? (Cosmology)
BQ3 – How do we know? (Epistemology)
BQ4 – What is our situation?
BQ5 – What is our goal? (Axiology)
BQ6 – How do we get there? (Praxeology)
These questions intend to provide an opportunity for pupils to explore what it means to be human, and their situation within the wider diverse multi-religious and multi-secular world. This curriculum model aims to be both intellectually challenging and personally enriching. The intention is for the six Big Questions (BQs) to act as the ‘golden threads’ of learning that are woven throughout the Agreed Syllabus. Pupils’ progress is assessed in relation to the purpose and aims of the subject. Therefore, this primarily concerns how able the pupils are to hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religion or worldviews, as explored through the six Big Questions (BQs).

Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help the children learn from religions as well as about religions.

The aims of religious education are to help children:
Develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences;
Develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions and value systems found in Britain;
Develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition;
Be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the fundamental questions of life;
Develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural differences in Britain today;
Develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned judgements about religious issues;
Have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society.



The Legal Position of Religious Education (RE):

Our school curriculum for Religious Education meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act (ERA).  The ERA stipulates that Religious Education is compulsory for all children, including those in the reception class who are less than five years old. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so wish, although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the school governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of their intention to the school governors. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school RE curriculum is based on the London Borough of Barnet’s Agreed Syllabus and it meets all the requirements set out in that document. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of other major religions.


Teaching and Learning Style

Our RE curriculum, following the Barnet Agreed Syllabus, charts a new way forward for RE, placing the subject within a strong academic tradition, and founded on the higher-level academic work of Professor Ann Taves. It aims to raise expectations of both our teachers and pupils in terms of the scholarly study of religion and worldviews. Taves’ Big Questions allows us to explore the lived experiences of humans in relation to both multi-religious and multi-secular worldviews and ways of life.

Our RE curriculum is set within the broader intent of the whole school curriculum. This syllabus is designed to support school leaders by clearly stating the intent, appropriate implementation, and potential impact of RE on the lives of children and young people so that they can flourish in a changing world. We follow a sequential curriculum model built upon six carefully considered Big Questions (BQs) that are designed to provide a progressive, rich, and deep exploration of questions that humans may consider when trying to make sense of their own situation in the world. The six BQs offer challenge through reflection on and exploration of questions, concepts and the deep study of religion and worldviews. 

Ashmole organises visits to local places of worship and invites representatives of local religious groups to come into school and talk to the children. Each Year Group must arrange for at least one RE visit or Visitor to visit the school each academic year. This takes place more than once in some year groups and is monitored by the RE Coordinator. Religious festivals are celebrated throughout the year and Ashmole holds special festival assemblies to celebrate the religions in the school. Children and parents are asked to share their experiences of religion with the rest of the school during such assemblies. A Religious Education week is organised to spotlight learning, respect and tolerance in RE. 

We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, for example, by:
Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
Setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete all tasks);
Grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group providing scaffolding where necessary;
Providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child;
Using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of 
Children and extend that of other pupils. 


Curriculum Planning in Religious Education
We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the Barnet Agreed Syllabus.  We ensure that the topics studied in religious education build upon prior learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the school. 

We carry out the curriculum planning in Religious Education in three phases long-term (Planning), medium-term (on each year groups Medium Term Plans) and short-term (weekly/daily planning). 

Foundation Stage
Religious Education is taught to all children in Years 1 to 6.  
In the Foundation Stage, RE is a compulsory part of the basic curriculum for all Reception-age pupils and is taught according to this syllabus. Children are also taught through festivals that are relevant to the specific cohort as they take place throughout the year.

As the Reception Team work under the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, we relate the Religious Education aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out under the Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) and Knowledge and Understanding of the World (KUW) areas which are crucial to the development and progress of all pupils at this stage. 

Contribution of RE to Other Subject Areas
English
RE contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in Literacy have religious themes or content, which encourage discussion, and this is our way of promoting the skills of speaking and listening. Children are often encouraged to make books and record information in order to develop their writing ability.

Computing
We use computing where appropriate in RE.  The children find, select and analyse information, using the Internet and programmes. We also use computing to review, modify and evaluate their work and to improve presentation.

Teachers use interactive screens for whole class or group teaching.

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and Citizenship
Through our RE lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs and health education. We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and by doing so they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 

Ashmole will be involved in charity projects that offer the children the opportunity to learn about and support others in need. E.g. Harvest Festivals and giving to charities.  

Values Education (‘Value of the Lesson’): 
Ashmole is a Values School and has 22 School values that are to be agreed by pupils, parents, staff and governors. In RE, as in all subject areas, there is always a Value of the Lesson. This allows children to focus on their value and learn in a respectful manner which is fundamental to the study of religions and religious practices. 

Teaching RE to Children with Special Education Needs (SEN)
At Ashmole Primary we teach RE to all children, whatever their ability. RE forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our religious education teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels.

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have Special Educational Needs (SEN). Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning religious education. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a visit to a Sikh temple, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

Assessment and Recording
[bookmark: _GoBack]We assess children’s work in RE by making informal judgements as we observe them during lessons and marking the work after the lesson. We mark a piece of work once it has been completed and we comment as necessary; on misconceptions or for an assessed piece of RE work (this is usually half termly/termly at the end of a unit). 

Marking
Weekly RE work should be marked following the school’s marking policy for foundation subjects; LO highlighted in green if the child has met the learning, LO with a green circle around it if the child has partially met or is beginning to work towards the objective.  WALT or LO highlighted in pink should be used if the child has not met the learning objective or if they needed full support in the activity/task. 

We make a summary judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to the National Curriculum levels of attainment at the end of each term. We use such assessments as a basis for assessing the progress of each child, for setting new goals, and for passing information on to the next teacher at the end of the year. RE is assessed termly and there is an assessment table that should be completed each term in order to assess and monitor teaching and learning in RE.  

Monitoring and Review
Class teachers are responsible of assessing and monitoring pupil’s progress in this subject area. The RE subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the pupil’s work and the quality of the teaching in RE through annual work scrutinies, pupil interviews and lesson observations. They are also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of RE on request and through staff meetings. 
The RE subject leader presents the Head Teacher with an annual report which evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. The RE subject leader is also responsible for the maintenance, ordering and upkeep of RE resources.

Withdrawal from RE Lessons/Trips 
The Barnet Religious Education (RE) Agreed Syllabus followed at Ashmole Primary aims to provide a carefully designed sequential approach that enables pupils to enter into a rich discourse about the religious and non-religious traditions that shape Great Britain and the world. The Agreed Syllabus is designed to be inclusive. Our aim is that all children can access the ideas explored in the six big questions raised by Ann Taves about what it is to be human, and therefore, we would hope that RE can be a positive and enriching experience welcomed by parents and pupils. 
Parents have the legal right to withdraw pupils from RE but this must be discussed with the class teacher, RE Coordinator and Head Teacher. A class teacher cannot make the decision to allow a child/parent to withdraw from RE lessons.  If the parent chooses to go ahead and withdraw their child from RE, this request must be given to the school in writing by the parent.  Staff should refer to the Agreed Syllabus for information about speaking to parents and withdrawing pupils from RE and the issues surrounding this, including the negative implications, must be highlighted to the parent (for example, missing lessons that may link to other subject areas, for example, Literacy lessons, which may have an impact on the pupil’s progress and learning), as well as issues of discrimination. The withdrawal of a child from RE lessons should be the last resort as RE is an important part of learning and understanding about the world and community.
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